IAMSLIC COORDINATING COMMITTEE ON SUBJECT ANALYSIS
Report for 2002-2003

The Committee was formed October 1987 with the following charges:

1.  To act as a clearinghouse and lobbying focus for IAMSLIC members' suggestions to add or change subject terms in both the ASFIS Thesaurus and the Library of Congress Subject Headings and;

2.  Coordinate production of a document to map the ASFIS Thesaurus terms with LCSH and;

3.  Seek funding to support the production of this document.

Membership:

Jim Markham, UC Santa Barbara [Chairman]

Beth Avery, Western State College

Craig Emerson, Cambridge Scientific Abstracts

Jan Haspeslagh, Flanders Marine Institute

 The mapping of ASFIS descriptors against LCSH results in 3 lists:

A. ASFIS descriptors identical to LCSH.

B. ASFIS descriptors with LCSH equivalents (similar, different, broader, narrower)

C. ASFIS descriptors with no LCSH equivalents.

Because of ongoing problems and searches for their solutions, as detailed below, this report is nearly identical to that for the previous year:

It has been determined that the best format for publishing these lists for the benefit of catalogers would be the World Wide Web. As there are more than 6000 terms in the ASFIS Thesaurus, the production of the appropriate Web page(s) is a very large undertaking. The past year has once again been devoted to a search for ways to automate or otherwise speed this process, while producing a product that can be updated readily as both LCSH and ASFIS change. The IAMSLIC membership has indicated a need for the finished product. Jim Markham is a member of the online discussion list NKOS (Networked Knowledge Organization Systems/Services)

(http://www.alexandria.ucsb.edu/~lhill/nkos/) in order to have access to advice and opinions from a group of thesaurus experts. Useful discussions have resulted, but we are still searching for a methodology that does not involve hundreds of hours. In addition, although we have access to Web versions of both the ASFIS Thesaurus and LCSH, we are seeking a web version of LCSH which is easier to work with in an automated manner.

Thus the search for better methods continues and the finished product is not yet available.

Jim Markham, Chair, IAMSLIC CCSA, 5 September, 2003

